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It's not your father's old blue-collar Boeing city anymore 

Renton has new swagger in its step 
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OLD BOEING CITY 
CHANGING FAST 

Upscale housing, 
retail, Seahawks 

Boeing has 11,000 jobs in Ren-
ton, and auto dealerships ac­
count for a quarter of the city's 
sales-tax revenue. 

But Renton is no longer all 
about shift changes. Rather, it 
is about shifting and changing 
its very identity. 

The trigger for this latest 
chapter in the life of the cen­
tury-old city dates to 1992, 
when 6,500 Boeing 777 work­
ers transferred to Everett. 

"We took a deep breath and 
asked ourselves, 'What do we 
Want to be when we grow up?'" 
Mayor Kathy Keolker said. 
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Ikea first coup 
Renton's remodel began 

when it lured Swedish home-
furnishings giant Ikea to town 
in 1994, bringing style to the 
warehouse district of town. 
With style came creative sub­
stance. Classmates.com was 
founded in Renton, and the 
hobby games company Wiz­
ards of the Coast is headquar­
tered there, too. 

And yet, Renton's blue-collar 
reputation persists. 
- Ben Wolters, Renton's eco­
nomic-development director, 
said he has an easier time sell­
ing Renton to out-of-state de­
velopers who have no precon­
ceived notions about the city. 
They simply look at the map, 
study the demographics and 
conclude Renton is a great 
place to invest. 

Along with large tracts of 
relatively cheap and developa­
ble land, another selling point 
is Renton's location at the nex-
us^of Interstate 405 and Inter­
state 5, only 10 minutes from 
Seattle-Tacoma International 
Airport. 

"Trifecta" city 
"Renton is the trifecta with 

Bellevue and Seattle," said Nat­
alie Quick, spokeswoman for 
Harvest Partners, the Dallas-

Renton's showpiece of economic revival is The Landing, a 68-acre site for housing, retail and office de 
property, adjacent to the 737plant. The first announced anchor, Target, hopes to open by Christmas 

Median single-
family home price 

Closed sales, April 2006 
Renton $374,000 

Seattle $439,475 

Bellevue $617,000 

King County, all areas 
$420,000 
Source: Northwest Multiple Listing 
Service 

team in the area. 
Renton making a pass at the 

Sonics elicited snickers from 
those whose perception of the 
city is stuck in a previous time, 
when thrills were had by cruis­
ing the downtown loop in a 
souped-up ride or cashing in a 
winning ticket at Longacres. 

With cruising long ago out­
lawed and the racetrack now a 
Boeing business park, it is no 
longer a joke when growth-

Hee hee. The Rotary printed 
up 1,200 Kelly green T-shirts 
that say "Renton, Future Home 
of the Sonics" on the front and 
"Ahead of the Key, Baby!" on 
the back. 

"People thought that was a 
little out of the box," Bressler 
said. "But two months ago, 
who would have thought the 
Seahawks would build in Ren­
ton or that we would be trying 
for the Sonics?" 

"Ahead of the Key" plays off 
Renton's marketing slogan, 
"Ahead of the Curve," which it­
self plays off the 1-405 bottle­
neck at the Renton S-curves. 

"If you can make fun of your­
self and work it to your advan­
tage at the same time, you want 
to do that," Bressler said. 

Bressler's technical college is 
part of a Renton stakeholders 
group that also includes the 
city, Valley Medical Center, the 
school district and the chamber 
of commerce. Together, they 
market Renton and plan its fu-
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Southport, where a new luxury 
apartment house already has 
been built and another is going 
up. 

Boeing employees already 
use Southport. On break, they 
relax on blue chaise lounges on 
the pier or ramble along the 
path toward Gene Coulon Me­
morial Beach Park. 

"This is another of those 
places where we take develop­
ers on our tour and they say, 1 
never knew,'" Wolters said. 

Farther up the shore, the 
Seahawks plan to build a prac-

. tice facility that would be the 
second-largest in the NFL when 
it opens in summer 2008. RemT 
ton has agreed to pay for most,! 
if not all, of the roads leading toy 
the site. 

Luck may have played a role 
in the Seahawks' decision to 
build in Renton — team owner 
Paul Allen owned the land. But 
the team's investment could 
hasten the development of two 
adjacent large lakefront parcels. 

At Barbee Mill, a former lum­
ber mill, the owner already 
plans to build a subdivision of 
luxury town houses. The third 
parcel is contaminated, but re­
cently became eligible for fed- * 
eral cleanup money. 

Auto deal 
To revive Renton's languish­

ing downtown, the city made it 
financially worthwhile for auto 
dealerships there to move to a 
strip along 1-405. 

That freed up land where the 
city built the 560-stall parking 
garage, along with a civic-
events center, transit center 
and park. 

Keolker said the city strug­
gled over making such a major 
investment "but a city has to 
show that it believes in itself 
enough to invest in itself before 
it can expect others to invest.". 

Private investment came 
from Dally Properties, which 
has built three apartment 
houses — 258 units in all—that 
target professional singles and 
childless couples. 

"Our suggestion was if the 
city would sell us the property 
at a reasonable price, we would 
develop the kind of upscale 
buildings that it wanted," Don 
Dally said. 'The city was very 
eood to work with." 
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Renton's got a new attitude 

Capitalizing on its large supply of developable land and its prime 
location, Renton is growing beyond its blue-collar image. 
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Hee hee. The Rotary printed 
up 1,200 Kelly green T-shirts 
that say "Renton, Future Home 
of the Sonics" on the front and 
"Ahead of the Key, Baby!" on 
the back. 

"People thought that was a 
little out of the box," Bressler 
said. "But two months ago, 
who would have thought the 
Seahawks would build in Ren­
ton or that we would be trying 
for the Sonics?" 

"Ahead of the Key" plays off 
Renton's marketing slogan, 
"Ahead of the Curve," which it­
self plays off the 1-405 bottle­
neck at the Renton S-curves. 

"If you can make fun of your­
self and work it to your advan­
tage at the same time, you want 
to do that," Bressler said. 

Bressler's technical college is 
part of a Renton stakeholders 
group that also includes the 
city, Valley Medical Center, the 
school district and the chamber 
of commerce. Together, they 
market Renton and plan its fu-
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"Trifecta" city 
"Renton is the trifecta with 

Bellevue and Seattle," said Nat­
alie Quick, spokeswoman for 
Harvest Partners, the Dallas-
based developer of The Landing. 

"Part of its appeal also is that 
it is very willing to work with 
developers. The city is open for 
business in ways that some 
other dries around here aren't 
as much." 

As self-assured as Renton has 
become, it also is self-aware. 
The city is using the Sonics as 
much as the Sonics appear to 
be using the city. 

"We don't really care if the 
Sonics are playing us as a stalk­
ing horse," Wolters said. 
"We've gotten $1 million of free 
publicity out of it, and thats 
great because it gives us the 
chance to tell our story." 

After the Sonics' brass began 
negotiating a new lease for Se­
attle's KeyArena, Renton brash-
ly jumped in, along with Belle­
vue, offering another possible 
option for keeping the NBA 

team in the area. 
Renton making a pass at the 

Sonics elicited snickers from 
those whose perception of the 
city is stuck in a previous time, 
when thrills were had by cruis­
ing the downtown loop in a 
souped-up ride or cashing in a 
winning ticket at Longacres. 

With cruising long ago out­
lawed and the racetrack now a 
Boeing business park, it is no 
longer a joke when growth-
minded city leaders say with all 
seriousness that within 30 
years, Renton will be the third 
urban center on Lake Washing­
ton, with Seattle and Bellevue. 

"I don't think of Renton as 
part of the South End any­
more," said Don Dally, a Se­
attle-based developer whose 
investment in downtown Ren­
ton helped spark an economic 
revival there. "It's really the 
Eastside now." 

After Renton decided to go 
after the Sonics, Don Bressler, 
president of Renton Technical 
College, shot an e-mail to a top 
city official. 

"I told him we had started 
selling shirts at our bookstore 
that said 'Renton Sonics,"' 
Bressler recalled. "Of course, 
we hadn't. But wouldn't it be 
funny if we sold them through 
our Rotary Club?" 

Hee hee. The Rotary printed 
up 1,200 Kelly green T-shirts 
that say "Renton, Future Home 
of the Sonics" on the front and 
"Ahead of the Key, Baby!" on 
the back. 

"People thought that was a 
little out of the box, Bressler 
said. "But two months ago, 
who would have thought the 
Seahawks would build in Ren­
ton or that we would be trying 
for the Sonics?" 

"Ahead of the Key" plays off 
Renton's marketing slogan, 
"Ahead of the Curve," which it­
self plays off the 1-405 bottle­
neck at the Renton S-curves. 

"If you can make fun of your­
self and work it to your advan­
tage at the same time, you want 
to do that," Bressler said. 

Bressleris technical college is 
part of a Renton stakeholders 
group that also includes the 
city, Valley Medical Center, the 
school district and the chamber 
of commerce. Together, they 
market Renton and plan its fu­
ture. 

Keolker said the various insti­
tutions are pretty much of one 
mind about the type of growth 
that's best for Renton, and that 
consensus dears the way to go 
forward aggressively. 

The city is helping that along 
by making zoning changes, of­
fering property-tax abate­
ments, paying for new roads 
and utility upgrades and, in se­
lect cases, waiving develop­
ment fees. 

When Boeing let it be known 
in 2001 that it planned to sell 
off 68 acres of surplus land 
near its 737 plant, possibly for 
another industrial use, Renton 
said not so fast, much to Boe­
ing's chagrin. 

Renton and Boeing spent the 
next two years coming to terms 
on a project more acceptable to 
the city—a high-density urban 

Sources: ESRI, TeleAtlas 

center for shopping, living, 
working and playing. 

Boeing then sold the land to 
Harvest Partners to develop 
The Landing, bringing a variety 
of stores to an area of town 
with a lonely major retailer, 
Fry's Electronics. The Landing's 
first anchor tenant, Target, 
hopes to open by Christmas 
2007. If the Sonics move to 
Renton, the team's new arena 
also would be built there. 

On 10 acres of the former 
Longacres property, the Fed-

Records Frontier Foundation, said he 
was concerned. 
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Hee hee. The Rotary printed 
up 1,200 Kelly green T-shirts 
that say "Renton, Future Home 
of the Sonics" on the front and 
"Ahead of the Key, Baby!" on 
the back. 

"People thought that was a 
little out of the box," Bressler 
said. "But two months ago, 
who would have thought the 
Seahawks would build in Ren­
ton or that we would be trying 
for the Sonics?" 

"Ahead of the Key" plays off 
Renton's marketing slogan, 
"Ahead of the Curve," which it­
self plays off the 1-405 bottle­
neck at the Renton S-curves. 

"If you can make fun of your­
self and work it to your advan­
tage at the same time, you want 
to do that," Bressler said. 

Bressler's technical college is 
part of a Renton stakeholders 
group that also includes the 
city, Valley Medical Center, the 
school district and the chamber 
of commerce. Together, they 
market Renton and plan its fu­
ture. 

Keolker said the various insti­
tutions are pretty much of one 
mind about the type of growth 
that's best for Renton, and that 
consensus clears the way to go 
forward aggressively. 

The city is helping that along 
by making zoning changes, of­
fering property-tax abate­
ments, paying for new roads 
and utility upgrades and, in se­
lect cases, waiving develop­
ment fees. 

When Boeing let it be known 
in 2001 that it planned to sell 
off 68 acres of surplus land 
ifear its 737 plant, possibly for 
another industrial use, Renton 
said not so fast, much to Boe­
ing's chagrin. 

Renton and Boeing spent the 
next two years coming to terms 
on a project more acceptable to 
the city — a high-density urban 
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center for shopping, living, 
working and playing. 

Boeing then sold the land to 
Harvest Partners to develop 
The Landing, bringing a variety 
of stores to an area of town 
with a lonely major retailer, 
Fry's Electronics. The Landing's 
first anchor tenant, Target, 
hopes to open by Christmas 
2007. If the Sonics move to 
Renton, the team's new arena 
also would be built there. 

On 10 acres of the former 
Longacres property, the Fed-

T H E  S E A T T L E  T I M E S  

eral Reserve Bank is building a 
new branch office to complete 
its move from downtown Se­
attle. As a result, Renton soon 
will be able to boast it has the 
largest cash repository west of 
Denver and north of Phoenix. 

Other development is taking 
place along the shores of south 
Lake Washington: 

The site of a former Puget 
Sound Energy steam plant has 
been rezoned for offices and a 
hotel. The development would 
extend the lakefront enclave of 

the site. 
Luck may have played a rote 

in the Seahawks' decision to 
build in Renton — team owner 
Paul Allen owned the land. But 
the team's investment could 
hasten the development of two 
adjacent large lakefront parcels. 

At Barbee Mill, a former lum­
ber mill, the owner already 
plans to build a subdivision pf 
luxury town houses. The third 
parcel is contaminated, but re­
cently became eligible for fed­
eral cleanup money. 

Auto deal 
To revive Renton's languish­

ing downtown, the city made jt 
financially worthwhile for auto 
dealerships there to move to a 
strip along 1-405. 

That freed up land where the 
city built the 560-stall parking 
garage, along with a civic-
events center, transit center 
and park. 

Keolker said the city strug­
gled over making such a major 
investment "but a city has to 
show that it believes in itself 
enough to invest in itself before 
it can expect others to invest.". 

Private investment came 
from Dally Properties, which 
has built three apartment 
houses — 258 units in all—that 
target professional singles and 
childless couples. 

"Our suggestion was if the 
city would sell us the property 
at a reasonable price, we would 
develop the kind of upscale 
buildings that it wanted," Don 
Dally said. "The city was very 
good to work with." 

The investments sparked 
more downtown redevelop­
ment. Longtime downtown eat­
eries moved into new digs, and 
new restaurants opened up, in­
cluding the upscale Fin N Bone. 

Owner-chef Jerry Jackson, 
who launched the restaurant in 
December, put Copper River 
salmon on the menu recently 
and sold out of it in one night. 

"The people moving here 
have that kind of palate and 
want that kind of dining experi­
ence," he said. 

The old McLendon Hardware 
downtown is now home to the 
Evergreen City Ballet, which 
operates an academy there. 

A ballet. In Renton. 
From on high, "looking down 

on Renton" has a whole new 
meaning. 

Stuart Eskenazi: 206-464-2293 or 
seskenazi@seattletimes.com 




